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Welcome to the George Mitchell Reception. 

We would like to welcome you and your child to George Mitchell Early Years, which is 

part of George Mitchell All-Through School. The information in this booklet is designed 

to help you understand what happens in our Reception classes, how we intend to help 

your child develop to their full potential, become an independent individual and how you 

can help and be involved in the process. We hope you find the information useful. 

As parents/carers, you are the child’s first educators.  The home influence remains 

important throughout your child’s schooling. We therefore extremely value our 

relationship with you as an informative partnership in your child’s education.  We aim to 

build on this relationship through our open-door Policy, notice boards, school events, and 

regular meetings.  

We strive to provide your child with the best possible foundation to their education 

during their stay in our Reception classes.  We will deliver this through a friendly, caring 

and stimulating environment that will excite and motivate their learning.  

Our Aims: 

At George Mitchell Early Years, we aim to ensure that: 

 Children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them a range of 

knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life. 

 Children are provided within an enabling environment, which reflects and 

celebrates local diversity.  

 Close partnership is established between practitioners and families. 

 Every child is a unique and is included and supported through equality of 

opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. 

 Children are healthy, safe and secure and develop positive relationships with 

adults in a stimulating and safe environment.  

Reception Team 

 

Mrs Zuberi Reception Teacher 

Miss Grey Reception Teacher  

To be confirmed  Reception Teaching Assistant  

To be confirmed  Reception Teaching Assistant  

Nihal Rashid EYFS-Leader 

 Helen Williams  Head of primary phase 

Saeed Hussain  Head Teacher 

Sophia Hosing  Inclusion Manager 
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School Hours  

                  Morning session   8:40 a.m.   –    11:45 a.m. 

Lunch     11:45 a.m.   –    12:45 p.m. 

Afternoon Session   12:45 p.m.    –    3:10 p.m. 

Children can become upset if their routine is disrupted. It is important that you 

keep to the school times for the well-being of your children.  

 

Admissions in Reception: 

Reception class online admissions open from the 5th September to the 15th January. 

Reception places are allocated by the Waltham Forest council. More information can be 

found on their website: https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/applying-primary-school-

place. 

 If you are unable to apply online, you can download the primary common application form 

from the Waltham Forest admissions website. Instructions for how to submit your paper 

application are on the back of the application form. 

 

Transition and Induction in Reception: 

In the summer term, a member of George Mitchell EYFS team visits children in their 

pre-school settings to observe them learning in an environment where they feel secure 

and amongst people who they trust. 

 Children from our nursery visit the Reception classes during the summer term 

along with their friends.  

 A term before children start Reception, parents are invited for two “prepare for 

school” meetings.  

 Home visits are carried out for children new to George Mitchell School during the 

first week of September. 

 During the first few weeks of Reception, practitioners will work with you closely 

to ensure that your child settles smoothly in their new environment. We expect 

children to spend a full day at school, however can be flexible in this approach 

depending on individual children.  

 During the Summer Term of Reception, we follow our Reception to Year1 

transition program to support children to settle in Year 1.  

 

https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/applying-primary-school-place
https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/applying-primary-school-place
https://walthamforest.gov.uk/node/2173
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    Collection 

 Please collect your child from Reception promptly.  Please let us know if your child is to 

be collected by someone other than you or a regular carer.  We do not let children go 

with someone unknown to us, nor do we allow children to be collected by anyone 

under the age of 14 years old. 

Attendance 

At George Mitchell School, we want the best for your children. Regular attendance is 

important to establish good routines at an early stage. High levels of attendance and 

punctuality are encouraged throughout the school. Holidays will not be authorised during 

term time, unless there is an emergency. Attendance is compulsory from the age of five. 

 

                Behaviour  

At George Mitchell School, we promote high levels of behaviour by using and promoting 

positive behaviour management systems. In Early Years, we promote calm and positive 

ethos by following our George Mitchell behaviour policy and also by using the whole school 

‘Good to be Green’ system of behaviour management. 

 

 

 

Online Learning Journey-Tapestry 
 

In George Mitchell Early Years, we use Tapestry as an online tool to develop 

children’s learning journeys with a vision of receiving regular contributions from parents 

as partners. Parents are able to access children’s learning journeys at home and are 

encouraged to contribute equally by uploading pictures, posting comments or by 

acknowledging children’s learning at school. Workshops are held in order to support 

parents with the use of Tapestry and key workers have regular discussions with the 

parents in order to familiarise and support them with its use. 

          School Lunches 

All Reception children are encouraged to eat our healthy 

school dinners. All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

are offered a free healthy school lunch. You will be given the 

form to complete for this before your child starts school. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj686K9noXbAhVLVxQKHfRMAT0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stjohns.stoke.sch.uk/parents/good-to-be-green/&psig=AOvVaw06hfvpJrMR6e2c8wz9-RKJ&ust=1526388495041524
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Packed Lunches 

George-Mitchell School is a healthy school and we ask parents to send children with 

healthy packed lunches only. Crisps, sugary drinks, chocolates and fizzy drink are 

strictly prohibited.  

 

Uniform 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Our School uniform is:  

 Plain Black trouser or skirt.  

 Plain white polo shirt with or without a school logo.  

 Black shoes, preferably with Velcro closure. 

 Black sweat shirt or Jumper-with a school logo. 

We encourage pupils to present themselves well and take pride in their appearance. 

Sweatshirts and jumpers with the school logo can be purchased from ‘Victoria 2’ School 

Uniform Shop, 246 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, E17 3AX and sportswear is available to 

buy from ‘Fashion Stop School Wear’, 138 High Street North, East Ham, E6 2HT.  

Jewellery: 

Students can wear a plain watch and one pair of small stud earrings in the ear‐lobe only. 

Students should not wear rubber/ leather/ cotton wrist bands or any other such 

accessories. Pupils must keep long hair tied back in school. Hair bands and other hair 

accessories should be of the black school colour or a similar dark shade.  
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Outdoor learning and experiences 

 
Outdoor play has a positive impact on children’s sense of well-being and physical 

development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and 

on different scales than when indoors. Therefore, the outdoors is available throughout 

the year in all but the very worst weather. Children therefore need to bring a suitable 

coat and a woollen hat in winter.  

Children must be allowed to experience the world around them in a full, messy, muddy, 

wet environment if they are to make useful meaning of it.  

 Getting wet does not cause us to catch a cold.  If the cold virus is around, we will pick it 

up regardless of whether we are wet or dry. 

 

Safeguarding 

Safe guarding of children is of paramount importance to us and we endeavour fully to 

ensure that your children learn and thrive in an environment which is safe and secure for 

your children. Staff in nursery have a duty to ask parents/ carers about any marks or 

injuries noticed on a child. If your child does have a bruise, please come and tell us how 

it occurred as this saves us repeatedly asking the child. Within our daily practice, we also 

monitor any accidents that happen at nursery. We will inform you straight away by calling 

you in case of a child has a head injury. You will also be informed of any other injuries 

and your child will be given an accident slip. All child protection issues regarding the 

welfare of the child are of paramount importance and are handled with professional 

confidentiality. For more details see the George Mitchell Safeguarding policy on the 

school’s website. 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

The EYFS principles which guide the work of all our EYFS practitioners are grouped into 

complementary areas; The Characteristics of Effective Learning, the prime and the 

specific Areas of Learning and Development.  These areas are all interconnected. 

 The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment 

– playing and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically – 

underpin learning and development across all areas and support the child to 

remain an effective and motivated learner. 

 The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and 

experiences, and run through and support learning in all other areas. The 

prime areas continue to be fundamental throughout the EYFS.  

 The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. They grow out of 

the prime areas, and provide important contexts for learning.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Prime areas of learning Aspects 

Personal, social and emotional development Making relationships, Self-confidence and self-

awareness, Managing feelings and behaviour 

Physical development Moving and handling, Health and self-care 

Communication and Language Listening and attention, Understanding and 

speaking 

 Specific areas of learning Aspects 

Literacy Reading, Writing 

Mathematics Numbers, Shape, space and measure 

Understanding of the world People and communities, The world, Technology 

Expressive arts and design Exploring and using media and materials, Being 

imaginative 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning  

Playing and exploring - engagement  Finding out and exploring  

 Playing with what they know  

 Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

Active learning – motivation  Being involved and 

concentrating  

 Keeping trying  

 Enjoying achieving what they 

set out to do 

Creating and thinking critically – thinking  Having their own ideas  

 Making links  

 Choosing ways to do things 
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How can parents help with their children’s learning? 
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Reading and Phonics: 

Research shows that children who are read to at home become better readers and 

writers. Therefore, we recommend that you read with your child as often as possible, 

ideally each day, as well as practising any Reception word lists that your child will be 

given.  

Home-School Reading:  

In Reception, your child will be given a book to read at home according to their reading 

ability. You will be expected to read this book with your child and write a comment in 

their reading diary about how they have read and mention any successes or difficulties 

that they might have had.  Children will also take home a library book of their choice 

which you can read to them as a bed time story. In order to borrow books from school, 

children will require a book bag; these are available from the office. Please look after 

the books, they are a valuable resource and we might ask for a replacement charge for 

damaged books. 

You will also be encouraged to add any comments in your child’s online journey-Tapestry. 

 

At school, we use the “Letters and Sounds Program” for teaching phonics. The children 

will have a daily phonics session where they will learn new sounds and blending and 

segmenting to read and write.  

At the beginning of the Autumn term, we will hold a ‘Phonics and for Parents’ workshop, 

where we will advise on how to pronounce each sound and build on blending and segmenting 

simple words. There will be more workshops throughout the year about reading, phonics, 

writing and maths!  

Preparing children for year 1: 

In Reception class, we ensure that there is a careful balance in teaching of all areas of 

learning. We develop children’s maths and literacy skills in a creative and interactive 

manner along with all the other areas of learning. We start preparing children for school 

from the beginning of Reception through interactive and play based teaching.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the summer term before Year 1 starts, we ensure that children are well prepared 

for their new journey in KS1 by:  

 Establishing routines which are similar to year 1.  
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 Keeping the needs of the year 1 curriculum in mind when planning lessons.   

 Children attend whole school assemblies more regularly.  

 Introducing regular handwriting lessons in Reception in addition to the regular 

letter formation practice during writing and phonics lessons.  

 Providing children opportunities to spend time with their Year 1 teachers. 

 During the autumn term in Year 1, children are given opportunities to follow their 

Reception summer term routines which helps them to easily get settled in their 

new class.  

 Year 1 and Reception practitioners have detailed hand over meetings during 

summer term, where they discuss needs and attributes of individual children. 

Celebrating Diversity 

George Mitchell School is committed to an understanding of equality of opportunities 

and celebrating diversity. We do not discriminate against children and their families on 

any grounds. We are continually introducing books and play materials which challenge 

stereotypes or negative ideas. 

British Values 

The fundamental British values that we promote at George –Mitchell school are: 

 Democracy 

 Rule of law 

 Individual liberty 

 Mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths. 

 

 

 

Mobile Phones Usage 

Mobile phones must not be used whilst in the Early Years Setting. Phones should be 

turned off prior to entering-no calls should be made or received and photographs 

should not be taken without permission.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqyvjxmIbbAhWG7RQKHfuCDjEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.stocksigns.co.uk/items/prohibition-no-mobile-phones-symbol-sign/&psig=AOvVaw165fiV4SBEFw4AOnukghLv&ust=1526421375606060
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George Mitchell School Primary Phase has started its journey to put the United Nations Convention 

of the Rights of a Child (UNCRC) at the heart of their school ethos, policies and principles.  

The Primary Phase has received level 1 for the Recognition of Commitment to show UNICEF that 

we are committed to embedding the UNCRC in our school community. 

The 54 articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) cover all aspects of a child’s 

life, from the right to education, health and protection from abuse to the right to freedom of expression 

and access to information. It also says what governments and adults must do to ensure all children can 

enjoy all their rights. The Convention underpins all the work that UNICEF does. 

 

 


