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More Is In Me

A Message From Ms Tiddy and Ms Tomkins
From 2nd – 5th June the whole country will come together in a special
celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This is a time for families to meet
up and enjoy and experience the many amazing events taking place over the
weekend.
Back in 1952, when the young Princess Elizabeth became Queen
though, things were very different. The world was emerging from a
catastrophic war which had touched everyone. But life was starting
to change for the better. New, exciting things were starting to
happen.
Did you know, for example, that the Queen’s Coronation was the first such event to be televised and lots
of families bought a television just to watch the festivities on the small screen. Mind you, televisions
themselves were quite different then compared to now. No 60 inch flatscreens for people in those days!
Instead, the television screens themselves were tiny and the picture was certainly not the crystal-clear
view we take for granted today! Televisions were expensive too – a similar box to the one in the picture
cost the equivalent of over £1800 in today’s money! And while we are on the subject of television –
remember – there was only one channel – the BBC – and no streaming of television programmes and
films. You could only watch from 3pm in the afternoon until 11pm at night and every day ended with a
broadcast of the National Anthem. Never again should we complain that there’s “nothing to watch!”
Over the years since that joyous day in June 1952, life has altered beyond
all comparison. I imagine the Queen looks back over her long life and is
astonished at the difference. If you have older relatives, why don’t you ask
them what they remember from that day? We are sure they will recount a
day of huge excitement and festivities. It would be fascinating to hear
their stories!
When the Queen took the throne, she promised that her life would be full
of service. And it’s safe to say it truly has been. From visiting other
countries to represent Great Britain abroad to supporting charities and
events from the very tip of northern Scotland to the southern-most point
of England, the Queen has certainly devoted herself to the country.
As we join together to celebrate with our friends and family, hopefully to enjoy some glorious weather and
eat delicious food, we would like you to think about how you could offer service – you might not have the
Queen’s credentials, but could you help out with something at school, support your local church or mosque
or even collect food for a food bank? Some of our Y9s have been volunteering with our younger students to
support reading. Our Y10 students are working towards their Duke of Edinburgh award, an element of
which involves serving their local community. There really is something for everybody, so we urge you to
get involved – life truly is better when we all work together.

News From the Secondary
Artificial Intelligence at GM!
Our Y9 Science students were treated to a
fascinating talk by Dr Paolo Oliva from Queen
Mary University of London. Paolo came to talk
about artificial intelligence and the work that
the university are doing to explore and bring
new technology to us all. Hopefully the next
generation of Scientists have been inspired by
his visit!

Y11 prepare for GCSEs
For the first time since 2019, Y11 are preparing to sit
their GCSE exams..
By the time this newsletter goes out, exams will be
well underway and it won't be long before students
are anxiously awaiting their results.
Y11 have been taking their preparation extremely
seriously and this photo is an example of an after
school session for Geography.
Intervention
sessions have been taking place both before and
after school across all subjects at KS4 and the takeup has been phenomenally strong.
We wish all of our young people the very best as
they embark on their exams and the next stage of
their lives.

News From the Secondary
Elite Skills
Y9 were extremely lucky to take part in an ‘Army Elite Skills’
training day, a workshop designed to give students a taste of
Army teamwork and problem solving, with a wide range of
hands on and confidence building activities. A careers
presentation was included to contextualise the day’s
experiences within the Army workplace. The students really
enjoyed the day with one student commenting that it was the
"best school day ever" Thanks go to Ms Enin and Ms
Ainsworth for organising such a brilliant event.

Y11 Technology Triumphs
It has been hugely impressive to see some of our older
students produce some fabulous design work for their
GCSE exams. The quality and creativity has been
outstanding. We fully expect to see some of our students
on programmes such as Great British Sewing Bee in the
future!

News From the Secondary
Sporting Endeavours
This term our students have been
developing their athletics skills.
On top of regular training sessions, our
most able athletes have been representing
the school at Athletics Meets across the
borough. This will culminate in a Borough
Athletics Day in June.
Our sportspeople have excelled this year
and have really taken on board the
#moreisinme motto, so we are looking
forward to great things. Good luck Team
GM!

Squash club
The latest club to join the suite of activities available is
squash. After school on a Friday, Mr Vilca takes a group of
students to play in a local tournament. Speak to him for
more details.

Gardening Club
Did you know that we have a blooming gardening club
at George Mitchell School? Every week, students from
across KS3 and KS4 work with Mr Vilca to bring beauty
to our surroundings.

Recently,Mr Vilca won a grant of £500 which
will help to buy containers, compost and
plants. This grant was awarded by the
London Children's Flower Society and comes
with three years of support to ensure that we
really do work in a lovely environment.

News From the Secondary
Y11 Visit to the University of Oxford
Year 11 Students Masiti and Alfie visited Oxford
University over Easter. Both students had achieved a
place on the Universify programme, an educational
charity which equips students from a diverse range of
backgrounds to widen their academic horizons,
including progression to high-selective universities.
With Universify Education, the joined a residential
weekend at Oxford University, and attended revision
sessions, Oxford museum visits and A-Level taster
sessions. Staying at Jesus College, they explored the
university and its historical town, “It was really great
meeting new people and making friends” said Alfie.
Having missed the 2021 Summer residential because of
the Covid pandemic, they were finally able to meet
their mentors and fellow course members who they had
only met virtually. Masiti thought that “The coaching
sessions were a great way to address concerns about
approaching GCSE exams.” George Mitchell School will
continue to be part of this programme and build on
Alfie and Masiti’s success. Haider and Masooma in Year
10 will join the programme and the Universify alumni
this Summer!

News From the Secondary
Theatre Visits

At George Mitchell, we are very fortunate to have Ms Bradley, our drama teacher, who organises
regular trips to the theatre so that our students can experience a wide variety of performances. Past
visits have included watching Wicked the Musical in the West End, Macbeth at the Globe Theatre and
many more besides. Most recently, our KS4 Drama students visited the Donmar Theatre to watch a
performance of Mary Seacole and to take part in a workshop organised by the theatre itself.

Music at GM
Students in the secondary phase
enjoy a wide variety of extra
curricular opportunities within the
music department.
With band,
choir, steel pans and a number of
individual instrumental lessons,
there is something for everyone to
get involved in. Thanks go to Ms
Topping who gives up an enormous
amount of time to organise these for
our students. Most recently, one of
our talented Y8s achieved a Grade 4
in her flute examination, which is
the equivalent of achieving a GCSE
qualification. This is an incredible
achievement and we are very proud
of her. Well done Zainab!

News From the Secondary
Carnegie Book Club
Our Carnegie Book Club meets weekly for a
delicious breakfast in the Library
The book club is a really exciting place to be with a
lovely atmosphere and lots of chatting and
debating over books.
The book club is a great way to establish a sense of
community with other book lovers.
The students taking part in the book club will read,
discuss and review the books on the Carnegie
shortlist, each week they will engage in reading
related activities, and vote for their favourites to
win the Shadowers’ Choice Awards.
The winner will be announced on 16th June at
Midday and the students will be able to watch as
the winner is announced.
All books are available in the School Library
The 2022 Yoto Carnegie Medal shortlist (alphabetical by author surname):
October, October by Katya Balen, illustrated by Angela Harding (Bloomsbury)
Guard Your Heart by Sue Divin (Macmillan Children’s Books)
When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle (Andersen Press)
Everyone Dies Famous in a Small Town by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock (Faber)
The Crossing by Manjeet Mann (Penguin Children’s Books)
Tsunami Girl by Julian Sedgwick, illustrated by Chie Kutsuwada (Guppy Books)
Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle (Andersen Press)
Punching the Air by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam (HarperCollins Children’s Books)

News from the Primary
Language and Culture

Children from Year 3,4,5 and 6 had a fantastic day with
students and specialists from UCL in Bloomsbury. There
were loads of fun activities like crafts, food tasting, writing
in Mandarin symbols, speaking in Cantonese and more!
What a lovely learning experience for all concerned.

Soho Theatre
Whilst we know the importance of SATS, this isn't all
we've been working towards in Y6. We have all been
highly enthused by working with actors from Soho
Theatre Company to write scripts which will be
performed in the theatre itself!
This is incredibly exciting and a lovely opportunity for
our children to get involved in a great project.

Leyton Orient Visit
Professional footballers from Leyton Orient visited UKS2 at the
start of term. It was so insightful and inspiring! We watched
videos from actual matches and had a Q&A session. We were
handed a whopping 100 tickets for their next match and the
players promised that the loudest supporter would win an
autographed shirt!

News from the Primary
Y3 Science
Y3 were treated to a magnificent workshop from
Freshwaters Theatre Company.
The theme was
"forces and magnets" and was the springboard for the
new science topic. Students took part in some amazing
drama and science activities and had a fabulous time
learning through the medium of theatre.

Reception Eid Assembly and Celebration
Our
Reception
children took part
in
a
lovely
assembly
and
celebration for Eid.
Thank you very
much
to
our
wonderful parents
who brought so
much food in to
share.
The
children
dressed
up in beautiful
clothes and we had
an amazing time!

News from the Primary
Crime and Punishment!

Year 5 had the incredible opportunity to learn all about the UK justice system ahead of their topic
on Crime and Punishment. We had a visit from staff members from the Royal Courts of Justice
where they taught us how a courtroom works, the impact crime has on community and the
difference between criminal law and civil law. The workshop was fantastic and there was a great
Q&A opportunity. We look forward going to the Royal Courts of Justice in person next term to
further our knowledge on the subject!

News from the Primary
Gardening in the Primary
Over in GM Primary, we also have some keen
gardeners and we have recently harvested our first
crop!! We picked and tasted some radishes.
Radishes are a root vegetable that grow under the
soil like a carrot. Radishes grow really quickly and
they have a strong flavour.
Well done to our wonderful green fingered children
who have worked very hard to grow such great
produce!

Cultural Day at George Mitchell
We spent a day wearing our own clothes
and tasting food from lots of different
cultures. Although we come from many
different countries around the globe, we
found out that we actually have a huge
amount in common. In the words of Jo
Cox: "We are far more united and have far
more in common with each other than
things that divide us"

News from the Primary
Elmer the Elephant!
Silver Birch Class have been reading Elmer by David
Mc Kee. We read the story together and we made
puppets. We used the puppets to help us retell the
story. This story is quite long but the children
persevered and by the end they could retell the
story. After reading the story, the children
produced some wonderful writing. To end our work
on Elmer, we used plastic bottles to make a
patchwork elephant. The children enjoyed using
tissue paper to decorate a plastic milk bottle.This is
a great way to recycle. Please have a go at home.
You will need to ask an adult to cut the milk bottle
because this is tricky.
Well done Silver Birch Class. I love your patchwork
elephants. Lovely to see so many wonderful
elephants in class. They all look so colourful, each
one is different and special.
Elmer will be so proud of you all.

Art Enrichment
There has been lots going on in our enrichment sessions recently.
Children in the History of Art session are busy creating paper lily
pads and flowers, inspired by Monet's paintings. The project has
really started to take shape and we are looking forward to seeing the
finished product at the end of the term.

And finally
We need your help!
The Sanchez family are trying to raise some money to help get Sofia a new
electric chair and adaptive equipment to allow both sisters to access their
home independently and minimise the amount of manual handling the
parents need to carry out daily.
They have set up a Go Fund Me page as the council will only pay £4000
towards a new chair and the family need to raise £5000 plus the additional
funds for the adaptive equipment.
So, they are asking for the school's support to pass the word around please!
The more exposure the better!!
There is no minimum amount, every pound that is donated will really impact
their lives!
Please click here for the link or use the QR code to go to the go fund me page.
On behalf of Sofia's family and team - THANK YOU!

Queen's Platinum Jubilee Opening Event and Beacon Lighting
Kick off your bank holiday celebrations and join in for an
evening of entertainment in the beautiful surroundings of
Fellowship Square. There will be food and drink stalls, a
specially commissioned Platinum Jubilee soundtrack and a
fountain display, alongside performances from local youth
dance companies and choirs.
As darkness falls, the Waltham Forest beacon will be lit at 9.45,
simultaneously with the hundreds of others both across the
country and internationally to mark this historic occasion.

Dates For Your Diary
We have a busy half term ahead. Please see below for some key dates for your diary.
June:
6 June
From 6 June
From 6 June
10 June
23 June
27 June

July:
Term begins
Phonics Checks (Y1)
Times Tables Checks (Y4)
Primary Class photos
Primary Sports Day
Y10 Mock Exams

6 July
7 July
13 July
14 July
15 July
15 July
20 July

KS2 to KS3 Transition Day
Y8 Parents Evening
Y6 show
Secondary Sports Day
Primary End of Year reports
Last day of term for Nursery pupils
Last day of term for all other year groups

