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Spelling Policy and Guidance
Aims of this policy:
There are five main purposes to this policy:
1. To ensure good attainment in both KS1 and KS2;
2. To have a consistent approach and delivery;
3. To establish expectations for teachers;
4. To promote continuity and coherence across the school;
5. To state the school’s approaches to this subject in order to support parents’ and carers’ to understanding of
the curriculum.
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What are the principles and aims of teaching spelling?
Most people read words more accurately than they spell them. The younger pupils are, the truer this is.
By the end of year 1, pupils should be able to read a large number of different words containing the GPCs that they
have learnt, whether or not they have seen these words before. Spelling, however, is a very different matter. Once
pupils have learnt more than one way of spelling particular sounds, choosing the right letter or letters depends on
their either having made a conscious effort to learn the words or having absorbed them less consciously through their
reading. Younger pupils have not had enough time to learn or absorb the accurate spelling of all the words that they
may want to write.
To be able to spell correctly is an essential life skill. When spelling becomes automatic, pupils are able to concentrate
on the content of their writing and the making of meaning. Whilst we note that spelling is not the most important
aspect of writing, confidence in spelling can have a profound effect on the writer’s self-image.
We aim to equip children to spell fluently through a developmental process of investigating patterns and learning to
apply a range of strategies appropriately. We aim to use explicit, interactive teaching which draws children’s attention
to the origins, structure and meaning of words and their parts, the shape and sounds of words, the letter patterns
within them and the various ways they can learn these patterns. In order to study words like this we have to take them
out of context for the specific teaching of spelling. We believe that this is best achieved little and often and through
stimulating, multi-sensory activities and games and explicit teaching of spelling each day.
How and when do we teach spelling?
In EYFS much of the teaching of spelling is delivered through 10 minute daily sessions following the Letters and Sounds
phonics programme. In Year 1 phonics and spelling is taught through SFA Phonics programme and discreet phonics
and spelling lessons. This is consolidated in the first half term of Year 2. From then onwards, spelling continues to be
taught in discrete 10 minute sessions 5 times week and in KS2 the same happens with a much more planned link
between handwriting and weekly spelling words. We follow the teaching sequence of revisit and review, teach,
practice, apply, and assess. Whilst the objectives that make up our medium term planning come from the 2014
National Curriculum, this structure and many of the activities we use form the Progressive Twinkl Spelling Programme
for n Year 1 to Year 6 – this programmes build on all NC objectives, tricky and statutory words.
EYFS
Children in Reception are taught letter sounds (grapheme-phoneme correspondences) and how to use them to read
and spell. By the end of Reception they will have learned at least one way of spelling each of the 44 phonemes used
in English. Children are taught to blend sounds to read and to segment to spell. At the same time, they are introduced
to words which are not phonically regular (‘tricky words’) and learn that they must be able to recognise these on sight.
Children are encouraged to see themselves as writers from an early stage and to ‘have a go’ at writing, using the
sounds they can hear in a word. Letter mats are provided as prompts.
In its initial stages, successful spelling depends on good phonological awareness: children must have finely tuned
listening skills. Practice is provided in a range of contexts: music, dance, PE and story, for example. Children are
exposed to rhyme, rhythm and alliteration, attuning their ears to listen carefully to the parts of a word. This stage of
phonics begins in Nursery and continues in Reception. Many Nursery children are interested in learning to write their
own name and have opportunities daily to see it in print and can use their name card as a prompt for writing it.
Year 1
SFA programme starts from Year 1. For spelling purposes, the emphasis is on the children’s ability to segment words
into phonemes and then match the most likely letter or letters to each sound by accessing the alphabetic code. In
addition, children learn how to spell a number of sight words, high frequency words and common irregular words to
enable them to write fluently. Children take their words home on a weekly basis to learn to recognise them on sight
and begin to learn to spell them. They investigate and learn to use common spelling patterns, and frequently used
prefixes and inflectional endings in their own writing. In Term 1 and 2 of Year 1 children will focus on common
exception words and have activities built around these too linked to handwriting and spelling. Spelling will be linked
to handwriting practice where possible.
In Year 1, children will have 10 spelling words to focus on each week which they will send home for spellings.
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Years 2 – 6
From Year 2 to Year 6 – there is a clear weekly spelling focus which will be taught explicitly in class each day, linked to
handwriting practice; these spellings will also be send home to learn.
In Year 2 children learn that there isn’t always an obvious connection between pronunciation and spelling, that there
are different ways of spelling the same sound, and silent letters. From Year 3, children continue to use their phonic
knowledge and their growing understanding of the morphology and etymology of words to support their spelling.
There is an emphasis on developing confidence and assuming increased responsibility for identifying their own spelling
errors and making reasoned choices about likely alternatives. They also learn to use a dictionary and thesaurus with
increasing independence throughout KS2. When actually writing, children should be concentrating on higher order
skills and therefore should simply ‘have a go’ at spelling and underline words (dotted line) they are unsure of. These
should be self-checked at the end or in a natural break in composition. When marking children’s work, we do not
correct all spelling errors, instead we focus on high frequency words, topic words and those studied in spelling sessions.
In KS2 this also includes the statutory word lists.
NB Some children will need interventions in KS2 to continue to consolidate their phonic knowledge and skills.
How do we assess and monitor spelling?
Spelling is informally assessed through daily observations of children’s work in lessons and marking. Spelling Tests are
set once a week – usually a Friday and parents must be informed as to how their child did.
At the end of a 5 part sequence in KS2, teachers assess children’s application of their learning through dictation
exercises. In addition, short lists of words studied at school will be sent home to learn using taught strategies and
tested the following week. Spelling will be formally assessed as part of the Year 2 and Year 6 Spelling, Punctuation and
Grammar test. Spelling will be monitored annually by the English subject leader and may include: spelling journal and
planning scrutiny, observations, learning walks and talking to staff and children.
The learning environment to support spelling
Classrooms use wall charts, grammatical word hoards and examples of pupils’ investigations to stimulate and provide
information. Pupils have good access to a range of appropriate dictionaries and thesauruses.
The role of parents and carers
Parents are encourage to support learning of spellings and use of phonics at home.
Assessment and recording
Assessment of grammar and punctuation is mainly undertaken using feedback and marking strategies which will
inform assessments on Target Tracker for summative on going assessment.
Work in Literacy sessions will focus on key learning objectives about grammar and punctuation and occasionally on
pupils’ errors as they arise.
Weekly Spellings – where are they?
All weekly spelling are keep on the school’s shared drive for all the access – Shared Drive -= primary – Weekly Spellings
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Common exception words are words in which the English spelling code works in an unusual or uncommon way.
They are not words for which phonics 'doesn't work', but they may be exceptions to spelling rules, or words which
use a particular combination of letters to represent sound patterns in a rare or unique way. Some exception words
are used very frequently, which is why children are introduced to them very early on in their phonics learning (in
Reception, alongside high frequency words, and in Key Stage 1).
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The word-lists for years 3 and 4 and years 5 and 6 are statutory. The lists are a mixture of words pupils frequently
use in their writing and those which they often misspell. Some of the listed words may be thought of as quite
challenging, but the 100 words in each list can easily be taught within the four years of key stage 2 alongside other
words that teachers consider appropriate.
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Year 1 Weekly Spellings
Year 1 Term 1a

Year 1 Term 1b

Year 1 Term 2a
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Year 1 Term 2b

Year 1 Term 3a

Year 1 Term 3b
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Year 2 Weekly Spellings
Year 2 Term 1a

Year 2 Term 1b

Year 2 Term 2a

8|Page

Year 2 Term 2b

Year 2 Term 3a

Year 2 Term 3b
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Year 3 Weekly Spellings
Year 3 Term 1a

Year 3 Term 1b

Year 3 Term 2a
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Year 3 Term 2b

Year 3 Term 3a

Year 3 Term 3b
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Year 4 Weekly Spellings
Year 4 Term 1a

Year 4 Term 1b

Year 4 Term 2a

12 | P a g e

Year 4 Term 2b

Year 4 Term 3a

Year 4 Term 3b
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Year 5 Weekly Spellings
Year 5 Term 1a

Year 5 Term 1b

Year 5 Term 2a
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Year 5 Term 2b

Year 5 Term 3a

Year 5 Term 3b
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Year 6 Weekly Spellings
Year 6 Term 1a

Year 6 Term 1b

Year 6 Term 2a
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Year 6 Term 2b

Year 6 Term 3a

Year 6 Term 3b
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